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commission to énter into a 30-year lease
agreement with a professional basketball
team, as the primary tenant of the facility,
and allows the Minnesota Amateur Sports
Commission to lease both the Target
Center and the Metrodome from the -
MSFC for amateur sporting events.” An
appropriation of $750,000 is included to
the amateur sports organization.

The bill also includes provisions
requiring the city of Minneapolis to set up
a special food, liquor and lodging tax that
will be imposed if arena revenues are : -
insufficient to cover debt service pay-
ments, and that separates the arena health
club from the Target Center in order to
maintain its private ownership.

. The proposal also calls upon the current
owners and potential lessees to disclose
relevant information on the arena before
a purchase agreement is completed,
encourages the sports facilities commis-
sion to attémpt to land a professional
hockey team as a tenant, and includes a

-clause that prevents the arena from

competing against other St. Paul facilities
for events. .

Pogemiller argued that without the
Legislature’s approval of the proposal, it is
virtually certain that Target Center would
lose its primary tenant. He noted that
while the arena’s primary tenant, the
professional basketball team, is making
money, the costs of the facility are more
than had been expected.

Because of the current financial

situation, Pogemiller said the opportunity .

exists to purchase of the Target Center “at
fire sale rates”, and secure a long-term
lease agreement with the professional
basketball franchise. “This bill doesn’t
guarantee the team will stay,” Pogemiller
said, “but it creates the possibility for that
to happen.”

Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul),
speaking in opposition to the bill, argued
that the bill is based on little information
about efforts to privately refinance the
arena through the owners current lenders,
and that it is inappropriate to use the
state’s general funds to support the
proposal. “It seems illogical to me to base
our decision.on the bill without any
information on whether the banks will
refinance the arena,” he said.

Sen. Phil Riveness (DFL-Bloomington)
moved to raise the admission tax from 10
to 13 percent and to delete the state
appropriation to the Amateur Sports
Commission. Arguing that the increase
would not substantially raise ticket prices,
Riveness said the amendment would make
all of the financing for the arena the
responsibility of the users. “It seems

reasonable to take the taxpayers off the
hook,” he said. ‘

Pogengiller opposed the Riveness
amendment, saying that a higher admis-
sion tax than was included in the bill had
been considered “but I if thought it would
work, I wouldn’t be here asking for a state
appropriation.” He said current ticket
prices are based on market forces and are
set at what the market will bear.

Joining the debate, Sen. Dennis
Frederickson (IR-New Ulm) opposed the
amendment, saying that ticket prices
would be higher now if the current owners
felt the market would bear those in-
creases. Sen. Leonard Price (DFL-
Woodbury), speaking in favor of the

amendment, called it a logical wayto ..

prevent the use of state funds to support
the proposal.

Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL-New
Hope) also added her support for the
increase, saying that the increase would
not make much difference to those who
are willing to pay to attend events.
Opposing the amendment, Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids) said any
increase in the admission tax would not
do what is intended because of how it
would change the cash flow needed for
the purchase work. The Riveness
amendment failed on'a roll call vote, 28-
36.

An amendment offered by Sen. Allan
Spear (DFL-Mpls.), requiring that if the
food, liquot and lodging tax is used, it
would remain in effect. Under the
amendment a portion of the revenue from
the tax would be used to fund recreational
programs sponsored by the Minneapolis
School District.

While the tax may never be needed to
cover the debt service payments, Spear
said that the prices at those food and
lodging establishments subject to the tax
would probably increase. He argued that
those prices would probably not fall if the
tax was removed, so that excess revenue
should be captured and used for youth
programs.

While agreeing that there is a need for

* youth programs, Pogemiller opposed the

amendment, saying that using the tax as a
revenue source for those programs was not
appropriate. The Spear amendment was
not adopted on a 24-38 vote.

Cohen proposed an amendment
imposing a one-percent tax on Minneapo-
lis hotels and motels, and eliminating the
state appropriation to the Amateur Sports
Commission. He argued the tax increase
would generate up to $825,000 each year.
The amendment was not adopted, 21-37.

The Senate also rejected a second

Cohen amendment, requiring the
Amateur Sports Commission to provide
the chair of the Senate Finange State
Government Division and the other
body’s counterpart with a monthly report
on the commission’s actual use of the
sports arena. Cohen, who chairs the
Finance division, said the amendment
provides an opportunity for the division
to monitor the commission’s involvement
in the Target Center.

A motion requiring the sale of the
professional basketball team was offered
by Sen. Thomas Neuville (IR-Northfield).
He argued that requiring the sale will
prevent the current team owners from
making additional demands and will make
it clear that the arena purchase is not a
bail-out. Pogemiller responded by saying
the provision was unnecessary because of
the owners’ expressed intent to sell. The
Neuville amendment was not adopted.

The Senate adopted part of an amend-

ment requiring that the arena’s current

owners and potential lessees allow
relevant past and present financial records
to become public information. The
amendment, offered by Sen. William
Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park), also called
for a review of the final agreement by the
Legislative Commission on Planning and -
Fiscal Policy. The members adopted the
public information provisions, but
rejected the Legislative review provision
by a 26-40 vote.

Sen. Roy Terwilliger (IR-Edina)
proposed an amendment requiring the -
sports facilities commission to study the
1rnpact that professional sports franchises,
have on the state and submit a report on
that study to the 1995 Legislature. The
amendment was adopted, as was the
amendment offered by Sen. Cal Larson

"(Ir-Fergus Falls) increasing the Amateur
_Sports Commission membership from

nine to 12 members and changing the
make-up to include one representative be
appointed from each congressional district
along with four Legislators.

The Senate also adopted an amend-
ment, offered by Pogemiller, clarifying
that any excess revenues the arena
generates will be used to pay back the
state and local governments for their
investments, and approved the proposal
by Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.)
specifying the portion of downtown
Minneapolis that will be subject to the
food, liquor and lodging tax.

DWI bill approved

A bill increasing the penalties for
operating a snowmobile and motorboat
while intoxicated and allowing those
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convictions to be included on an
individual’s driving record was passed by
the Senate, Wed. morning, May 4.

The Senate also gave final passage to

the omnibus liquor bill, the omnibus game

and fish bill, and other conference
committee reports.

S.F. 1961, authored by Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL Coon Rapids), also allows
convictions for operating snowmobiles,
boats, and all-terrain vehicles while
intoxicated to be considered as enhance-,
ments to subsequent driving-while-
intoxicated (DWI) violations. The bill
increases the license revocation period for

. persons convicted of child endangerment
DWI, expands the crime to include test
refusal, and adds a limit to when im-
pounded license plates can be reissued.

The measure also requires that some
repeat offenders will face a mandatory
minimum sentence of one year in jail or
intensive probation with electronic
alcohol monitoring, and increases the .
maximum bail amount for persons
arrested for a gross misdemeanor DWI
violation while their licenses are revoked.
The bill had been amended by the other
body and Merriam had asked that the
Senate concur with the amendments.

Objecting to the provisions that include
convictions for operating recreational
vehicles while intoxicated on an
individual’s driving record, Sen. Bob
Lessard (DFL-Int’] Falls) moved to send

‘the bill to a conference,committee. ;
Including those convictions on a driving

record will raise a driver’s insurance rates, -

Lessard said. “I’m not saying that people
should be driving a boat or snowmobile
when they’re intoxicated,” he said. “I just
think that it’s wrong for convictions to go
on their driving record.” :

Merriam agreed that insurance compa-
nies may raise the rates of those with the
convictions on their driving records, but
“that may be a good thing.” He said that
while people are convinced to not drink
and drive, the attitude remains that
drinking when operating boats or snow-
mobiles is acceptable. Accidents involv-
ing DWI cause insurance rates to increase,
Merriam said, “So what would be wrong if
people with a record of driving or operat-
ing snowmobiles or boating while intoxi-
cated pay the costs?”

Lessard’s motion to send S.F. 196 l‘to a
conference committee was defeated on a
20-43 roll call vote. The Senate then
concurred with the amendments to the
bill, passing it by a 63-1 margin.

The Senate also passed S.F. 2429, the

. omnlbus game and fish bill authored by

Lessard. The bill clarifies a number of
provisions regulating transmission and
transportation of undesirable exotic
aquatic plants or wild animals, amends
hunting and fishing regulations, and
provides immunity from liability for
individuals who assist at accident scenes.
Merriam questioned including a
provision amending the border water
enterprise agreements law that had been
passed and enacted earlier this session.
He said the change allows commercial
fishing operations to bring fish into the
state while individual anglers are pre-
vented from importing fish. “We're _

saying that if you go and catch fish by

hook and line, the fish will be confiscated,
but if you take big nets to catch fish, you
can keep them,” he said. _

The Lessard motion to adopt the
conference committee’s report was
narrowly approved, 33-28. On its final
passage, the Senate passed the bill, 55-6.

The Senate also took up the H.F. 2617,
the omnibus liquor bill sponsored by Sen.
Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth). The bill, as
amended by a conference committee,
regulates agreements between brewers and

‘wholesalers, prohibits registration of malt

liquor brands that use names of American
Indian leaders, and allows liquor to be
taken away from the licensed site under
certain circumstances. The bill also
allows nonprofit organizations to hold a
temporary liquor license for wine tasting

- events, and allows the city of Burnsville to

issue up to three additional licenses.

Solon’s motion to adopt the conference
committee report was approved and H.F.
2617 was passed, 55-1.

S.F. 788, prohibiting municipalities
from using quick take condemnation =
proceedings when acquiring property of
another electric service provider through
eminent domain, was presented. Sen. .
Janet Johnson (DFL-North Branch), the
author, asked that the Senate concur with
the amendments to the bill. She ex-
plained that what began as a bill that
deals with energy consumption require-
ments, was amended with the quick take
provision by the other body.

Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-New
Brighton) moved the Senate not concur.
He argued that the issue was one of
importance and concern and that it would
effect the bill should be examined on its
effects on statewide policy. Novak’s
motion was not adopted on a21-44 roll.
call vote.

The Senate then concurred with the

amendments to the blll and granted
passage to S.F. 788, 44'21.

Repassage was also given to H.F. 3193,
the omnibus public finance bill sponsored
by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-
Mpls.). The bill amends a number of
public finance provisions used by housing
agencies, school districts and local
governments. The Senate adopted
Pogemiller’s motion to adopted the
conference committee report on the bill
and passed the measure, 51-12.

Thursday, May 5

.~ MinnesotaCare passed

Many major bills were granted final

passage at the Thurs., May 5, floor session.

A flurry of activity on the ﬂoor took place
as the 1994 legislative session began
winding down.

The MinnesotaCare implementation
conference committee report, sponsored
by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), was
granted final passage on a vote of 35-26.
Among the recent additions to the S.F.
2192, Berglin cited a limitation in the
phase-in of the community rating system.
According to Berglin, a provision in the
bill allows health care cooperatives.to..
form. The bill also provides funding for
technical assistance to community
integrated service networks (CISNs).
Some providers are exempted from the

- two percent provider tax that is used to

help fund the MinnesotaCare program.
Among those exempted are providers to
college and university students. Berglin
also stated that the bill forgives a $2.1

‘million loan to the Children’s Hospital.

Children of laid-off workers are not
required to wait 18 months before they
are covered by MinnesotaCare, under-a
change made by the conference commit-
tee. Under current law, Berglin said, the
parents and children must wait 18 months
after being laid off in order to be eligible.
According to Berglin, the work done by
the conference committee amounts to a -
$54 million deficit in the health care
account by 1997, which is lower than
originally expected due to a reduction in
the rate of enrollment into the program.
The vote on the bill was 35-26.

The conference committee report on
H.F. 2028 was granted final passage on a
58-0 vote. According to Sen. Harold
“Skip” Finn (DFL-Cass Lake), the

omnibus data privacy bill contains

* provision that increase and decrease

public access to information.” Finn

highlighted areas in which the bill was -




changed by the conference committee. In
certain cases, the blood alcohol content of
a person arrested for drwmg while
. intoxicated, may be disclosed, said Finn.
The bill also provides for the protection of
information relating to video tape rentals.
A major revision in the bill, according to
~ Finn, exempts the commissioner of
corrections form the Minnesota open
meeting law. The release of “911”
emergency call tapes is restricted under
the bill. Finn said the provision does not
disallow law enforcement agencies from
releasing tapes if the information aids in
an investigation of a crime. The major
provisions in the bill relate to the transfer
of information on juveniles between
. school administrators and law enforce-
ment agencies.
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
" Rapids) presented the conference com-
mittee report on S.F. 2913, the supple-
_mental budget bill. The bill contains
provisions relating to public safety,
‘environment and natural resources, state
government, community development
budget reserves, and transportation.
'Merriam said the public safety section of
the bill provides for a $3.50 fee on motor
vehicle certificates of title in order to fund
the purchase of state patrol cars. The fee
is imposed for the next three years and
there after the surcharge will be $1, said
Merriam. In the past, funding for state
patrol vehicles has been taken out of
highway funding. Sen. Steven Morse
(DFL-Dakota) outlined aspects of the
environment and natural resource section.
According to Morse, the state provides $2
million in funding for low interest loans
to deal with non-point source pollution
problems. The bill also provides for the
voluntary labeling and inspection of milk
from cows not given the recombinant
growth hormone (rBGH) input. Sen.
Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul) said under
“the state government section of the bill
$823,000 is appropriated to the Great
Lakes protection fund, a ground water
quality monitoring database and for a
study of environmental justice. Cohen
said that the section also provides for
equal access to indoor ice arenas. Sen.
Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.) said that the
community development section includes
provisions for a $500,000 appropriation to
the job skills partnership program. The
bill was granted final passage on a 49-14
vote.

Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin) presented

the conference committee report on S.F.
2129, a bill regulating independent
adoptions. According to Piper, the bill
completely reconstructs laws relating to

independent adoptions. Piper said the bill
regulated advertising and payments in
connection with adoptions, regulates the
agencies, provides for direct adoptive
placement, provides for the enforcement

of postadoption contact agreements, and

establishes penalties for independent
agencies failing to comply with new rules.
Sen. Gen Olsen (IR-Minnetrista) said the
bill puts up batriers to adoptions by
regulating the agencies. “The bill
prevents the buying and selling of
children,” responded Piper. The bill was
granted final passage on a 58-5 vote.

A bill providing for a constitutional
question on pari-mutuel betting on horse
racing was presented by Kroening. S.F.

_ 180 was granted final passage on a 46-15

vote. Under the bill, the citizens of
Minnesota shall be asked to vote on the
question “shall the Minnesota Constitu-
tion be amended to permit off-track
wagering on horse racing in a manner

. prescrlbed by law?”

Crime bill finalized

The Senate granted final approval to
the conference committee report on the
omnibus crime package, H.F. 2351,
Thurs., May 5. The chief author, Sen.
Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), presented the
final version of the bill.

The bill includes a mandatory mini-
mum sentence of at least the length of the
presumptive sentence for dangerous
repeat offenders, a form of the “three time
loser” provision. The bill increases
restrictions on ]uvenllg truancy and

‘improves investigations of reports of

missing and endangered children. The
state takeover of public defender services
is completed in the bill, as are improve-
ments to the correctional system. Also
contained in the bill are several firearms

‘provisions, including prohibition of

firearm possession for between three years
tolife by a person convicted of assaulting
a family member with a firearm. In

. another firearm provision, a felony

sentence is imposed on a person that
possesses a firearm within 10 years of
prohibition. Spear stated that he was “not
completely happy” with the firearms
provisions, but that the bill continued to
be effective and include irnportant
elements.

Included in the conference committee
report is the requirement that parents be
responsible for providing health care to

 children, stating that spiritual means do

not exempt parents from this require-
ment. The provision, proposed by House
members, imposes a gross misdemeanor
penalty if the child suffers substantial

harm, and a felony penalty if the child
dies because of lack of medical care. Sen. ‘;

Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) supported the

measure, encouraging parental responsi-
bility for important health decisions.
Spear stated that the provision oversteps
the bounds of the state, and is adversarial
to people practicing their beliefs. “They
are parents, not criminals”, Spear said,
and stated that he preferred medical
consultation instead of criminal penalties.
Referring to the omnibus crime pack-

age, Spear encouraged members to
continue to pursue a balanced spending
approach of prevention and correction.
The expenditures required by the bill
total $37.4 million in FY 95 and $105.4
million in FY 96. Sen. Patrick McGowan
(IR~Maple Grove) said that the bill is a

“compromise of lots of major provisions”
that successfully incorporates both
prevention and incarceration. After
reviewing the committee report, the bill
gained approval by a vote of 63-1.

Gambling bill okayed
" The Senate also granted final passage to
the conference committee report on S.F.
103, the omnibus gambling bill, on a 57-0
vote. The measure, sponsored by Sen.
Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio), gives the -
Horse Racing Commission the authority
to issue up to five class D licenses to
conduct simulcasting in any year. The
provision applies to broadcasting of
harness races at county fairs. The bill also
requires annual audits of organizations
with more than $250,000 per year in
gambling receipts and financial reviews of
organizations with more than $50,000 and
less than $250,000 in receipts. The
measure also provides that advertising
may be an allowable expense for lawful
gambling organizations if the amount
expended doesn’t exceed five percent of
the annual gross profits of the organiza-
tion or $5,000 per year. The measure also
prohibits gambling by persons under 18.
The Senators also adopted the confer-
ence committee report on S.F. 1662, the
family law omnibus bill, and granted it
final passage on a 61-1 vote. The confer- |
ence revised bill provides for several
changes to the administrative process for
child and medical support orders, child .
support administration and enforcement,
and other portions of family law.

Friday, May 6

Transportation bill passed

On a 49-15 vote, the Sendte gave its
final approval to a transportation policy
bill on Fri. morning, May 6.

A




H.F. 3011 contains a number of
transportation provisions that were
presented this session, according to Sen.
Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon), the bill’s
sponsor. He said the measure, which was
adopted by a conference committee,
contains many proposals approved by the
Senate as well as others that were added |,
during the committee’s deliberations.
Langseth said the bill eliminates many
amendments that would have micro- -
managed the responsibilities of the Dept.
of Transportation (MnDOT).

The bill requires MnDOT to establish
standards for the development and upkeep

of state park roads, allows certain emer- -

v gency vehicles to use blue lights, and sets
up a railroad user loan program to help
individuals to buy and rehabilitate
railroad cars. Also included are provisions
regulating personal transportation service
vehicles and excluding the use of those
vehicles in the seven-county Metro Area,
amends bridge inspection regulations, and

requires that MnDOT install a number of

sound barriers along Metro freeways.

Langseth’s motion to adopt the confer-
ence committee report was approved and
the bill was passed.

The Senate also granted final passage to
H.F. 2351, the omnibus anti-crime bill.
Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) moved
that the body concur with the conference
committee report, which had been
debated during the Thurs., May 5, floor
session. Spear’s motion was approved and

the bill was passed, 63-1.

NSP bill passed

Friday, May 6, marked the last day of the
1994 legislative session. The Senate
worked late into the evening in order to
pass some of the most controversial bills
of the session.

The moming began with Sen. Steven
Novak (DFL-New Brighton) presenting -
the conference committee report on S.F.
1706, a bill allowing Northern States
Power (NSP) to store spent nuclear fuel
in dry casks at the Prairie Island location.
The bill was granted final passage on a 43-
22 vote. The bill “sets Minnesota apart
‘from the country in its commitment to
renewable resources,” said Novak. Novak
also said the bill marks a commitment to
phase out nuclear power in the state.

Under the compromise version NSP is
authorized to use five dry casks for the
purpose of storing spent nuclear fuel at

the Prairie Island site immediately. Four

- more casks can be added and filled if the
‘Environmental Quality Board (EQB)

determines that NSP has filed a license
application for an alternative site for the
waste in Goodhue County by Dec. 31,
1996, or NSP is making good faith efforts
to implement an alternative site. The bill
also stipulates that NSP must construct,
contract for construction and operation,
or purchase 100 megawatts of wind power
by Dec. 31, 1996. An additional eight
casks are authorized on the Prairie Island
site if NSP has met the wind power and
biomass requirements by Dec. 31, 1998,
and the alternative site is either under
construction or operational. If the
alternative site is not operational or under
construction, or the renewable energy
resource requirements are not met, the
Legislature may revoke the authorization
for the eight additional casks. The
revoking of the authorization by the
Legislature must be done by June 1, 1999.
By December 31, 2002, NSP is required to
provide or purchase 200 megawatts of
wind power and 75 megawatts of blomass
power.

The bill limits dry cask storage to 17
casks in the state, with the exception of
the decommissioning of a plant. A"
provision in the bill mandates that if an
out of state storage facility for the spent
fuel becomes available, the waste in the
casks must be shipped before the waste in
the storage pools at either the Prairie
Island or Montecello nuclear power
generating sites. The casks must then be
decommissioned and may not be used
again for storage. The bill also requires
that the casks containing the spent
nuclear fuel be moved to the alternate site
in Goodhue County as soon as it is.
available. Novak said an important

_provision in the bill provides for a

renewable development fund by NSP.
NSP must deposit $500,000 into the fund
each year. The construction of new
nuclear power generating facilities in the
state is prohibited under the bill. Also,
any nuclear plant in the state that falls
below a 55 percent capacity factor load for
three consecutive years, must be shut
down.

Novak said a provision mandates that
NSP must contribute two percent of its
gross tévenues for conservation purposes
while it operates nuclear power electric
plants in the state. Along with that

provision; NSP must operate at least 225

. megawatts of wind energy conservation

systems within the state by Dec. 31, 1998.
Another 400 megawatts of wind power
conservation systems must be provided for
by Dec. 31, 2002. By Dec. 31, 1998, a
biomass fueled electric plant generating at
least 50 megawatts of electricity must be
provided for by NSP. An additional 75
megawatts is required by Dec. 31, 2002.
The current NSP low-income discount
program for low-income residential
customers is expanded under the bill.
Novak said an electric energy task force is
created. The task force, according to

* Novak, is charged with studying various

aspects of the state’s energy policies.

“We've done the best we could in a
terrible situation,” said Sen. Steven
Murphy (DFL-Red Wing). Sen. Janet
Johnson (DFL-North Branch) said the
state is “once again ignoring the wishes of
the tribal council” and practicing envi-
ronmental racism by allowing dry cask
storage at the site adjacent to the
Mdewakanton tribe’s land. According to
Novak, the bill represents a compromise
that saves jobs in Minnesota, keeps
electric rates down and phaées--out;nuclear
power.

Sen. Steven Morse (DFL- Dakota)
presented the conference committee
report on H.F. 3086, the landfill cleanup
bill. "According to Morse, the bill is a
scaled back version of the original cleanup
bill. “The bill incorporates a mixed
approach to cleanup,” said Morse.
Provisions in the bill allow for the state to
take ownership and be responsible for the
cleanup of a landfill if the owner desires it
and it is in the best interest of the state.
The bill was granted final passage on a 58-
2 vote.

Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr. (DFL-Paynesville)
presented the conference committee
report on S.F. 2168, the flood relief bill.
Bertram said the bill is in response to the
flood of 1993 that destroyed cropland and
crippled parts of rural Minnesota. Major
provisions in the bill exempt the sale of
used farm equipment from sales tax,
provide an interest buy down program,
appropriate money to the Rural Financing
Authority for a revolving loan fund,
provide for soybean research, and provide
for increased grain inspection. Bertram
said the bill amounts to $18 million in
relief. The conference committee report
was granted final passage.




The Minnesota Senate Week at a Glance

Bills granted concurrence and repassage--April 29.
S.F. 2498-Stumpf: Offers options of coverage for employees of the Higher Education Board upon merger of the State University
System, the Community College Board and the Technical College Board. 57-0

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed--April 29.

S.F. 2009-Terwilliger: Expands the Minnesota Emergency Response Commission membership. 59-0
S.F. 1788-Johnson, J.B.: Waste Management Act amendments. 61-0
H.F. 2046-Ranum: Restricts the killing of dogs wounding, killing or pursuing big game in the Metro Area. 58-2

H.F. 2227-Sams: Requires the Public Utilities Commission to appoint a team of science advisors and provides for studies of stray

voltage and the effects of earth as a conductor of electricity. 51-7
H.F. 1999-Riveness: Requires disclosure of information regarding insurance fraud and grants immunity for reporting suspected

insurance fraud. 63-0
H.F. 2074-Ranum: Omnibus juvenile justice bill. Provides for adult court jurisdiction over juveniles alleged to have committed first

degree murder or first degree sexual assault and provides for presumptive certification to adult court for ]uvemles alleged to have
committed pnson level felonies. 62-0

Bills granted final passage on Spec1al Orders--April 29.

H.F. 1915-Reichgott Junge: Establishes a disaster volunteer leave program in the state civil sérvice. 34-28
H.F. 3211-Kelly: Provides for payment of claims against the state. 64-0.
- H.F. 2493-Sams: Changes the law on nuisance liability of agriculture operations. 55-0
H.F. 1316-Johnson, ].B.: Establishies a Board of Nutrition and Dietetics Practice and requires nutritionists and dietitians to be

licensed. 34-19

S.F. 1795-Laidig: Establishes the Minnesota child passenger restraint and education account to assist famlhes in financial need to
obtain child passenger restraint systems. 51-0 :

Bills granted final passage under suspensmn of rules--April 29.

H.F. 2625-Luther: Provides for metropolitan government reorganization, provides for a reglonal administrator and a management
team, imposes organizational requirements and imposes duties. 50-1 _

) ' )
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Conference committee reports adopted and repassed--May 2.

HL.F. 2411-Lessaid: Provides for PERA coverage for employees of the lessee of the Itasca Medical Center facilities. 59-0

H.F: 3209-Johnson, D.].: Omnibus tax bill. Conforms with changes in the federal income tax law, changes tax brackets, rates,
bases, exemptions, withholding, payments and refunds and changes the calculation of property tax refunds. 58-8

Bills passed under suspension of rules--May 2.
H.F. 2742-Merriam: Omnibus bonding bill. Authorizes spending to acquire and to better pubhc land and bulldmg and other pubhc

improvements of a capital nature. 44-0
H.F. 3230-Langseth: Omnibus transportation funding bill. Dedicates part of the tax on vehicles to public transit, provides for

annual inflation adjustments to the gasoline tax and provides for summer highway construction. 58-8

Bllls granted final passage on Special Orders--May 2.

H.F. 1778-Riveness: Establishes minimum qualifications for audits of Police and Fire Relief Associations, establishes reporting
requirements for public pensmn funds, reqmres notice of meeting of relief assoc1at10ns and requires meetings to be open to the
public. 39-24

HL.F. 1829-Novak: Requires copies of evacuation plans for residents of manufactured home parks. 61-0

H.F. 2171-Novak: Requires the Metropolitan Council to adopt guidelines allocating comprehensive choice housmg among cities

and towns in the Metropolitan Area. 34-32
H.F. 2064-Novak: Modifies programs of the Housing Finance Agency for low-income and tribal housmg and modlﬁes programs for

accessibility loans. 66-0
H.F. 1918-Reichgott Junge: Requires the Bureau of Business Licenses to expand services. 66-0
S.F. 1944-Kelly: Increases the minimum wage to $4.65 per hour in January of 1995 and to $5 per hour begmnmg January 1996 for

large employers. 37-29




S.F. 2816-Pappas: Increases the amount of obhganons the Metropohtan Council,may issue for transit purposes and authorizes a high

‘speed bus. plan pilot project. 60-1
H.F. 301 1—Langseth Makes technical changes and defines terms in laws relating to the Dept. of Transportatlon 60 1

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed--May 3.

H.F. 1919-Krentz: Clarifies language governing application fees with in park manufactured home sales. 61-0
H.F. 2365-Langseth: Makes technical changes in laws governing traffic regulations. 60-0

Bills granted concurrence and repassage--May 3.

S.F.-1996-Belanger: Modifies the definition of employer for personnel records review purposes and defines special 1nvest1gators for
purposes of inclusion in the unclassified civil service of St. Louis County. 58-0

S.F. 2858-Flynn: Changes the Hennepin County personnel system to a human resources system. 60-0

S.F. 1735-Betzold: Modifies provisions concerning foster care and adoption. 58-2

S.F. 2316-Metzen: Provides for the management of funds under the control of the State Board of Investment. 44-16

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders--May 3.
H.F. 2951-Johnson, D.J.: Modifies provisions for enrollment in the MinnesotaCare program and establishes a health care access
reserve account. 39-26

Bills granted concurrence and repassage——May 4.

S.F. 1961-Merriam: Imposes increased penalties on persons who operate a snowmobile, all terrain vehicle or.motorboat while
intoxicated and who have previously been convicted of driving a motor vehicle while intoxicated and extends the maximum
length for multiple gross misdemeanor sentences and combined gross misdemeanor and misdemeanor sentences. 63-1

S.F. 788-Johnson, ].B.: Prohibits a municipality from using a quick take condemnatlon proceeding when acquiring the property of
another electric service provider through eminent domain. 44-21 :

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed--May 4.

H.F. 2617-Solon: Omnibus liquor bill. Regulates agreements between brewers and wholesalers, authorizes issuance of licenses by
specific cities and counties and makes other changes to laws regulating liquor. 55-1

H.F. 3193-Pogemiller: Provides conditions and requirements for the issuance of public debt, authorizes the use of revenue recapture
by housing agencies and authorizes the Use of special assessments for on-site water contamination improvements. 59-1

S.F. 2429-Lessard: Omnibus game and ﬁsh bill. Modifies the list of protected game birds and makes other changes to laws relating
to garne and fish. 55-6

S.F. 2540-Lesewski: Classifies and requires information on applications for the municipal energy conservation investment loan
program and authorizes a fee to fund enhanced 911 emerkency telephone service. 51-12 '

‘ _ ¥ . _ .
Bills granted final passage under suspension of rules--May 4.
H.F. 3041-Pogemiller: Target Center. Provides for the ownership, financing and use of the Target Center sports facility. 36-31

¥

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed--May 5.

H.F. 2158-Price: Requires towns, cities and counties to have ordinances complying with Pollution Control Agency rules regarding
. individual sewage treatment systems. 51-0

H.F. 2028-Finn: Omnibus data practices changes. Classifies data as private, confidential or nonpublic, provides for access to some

enforcement and court services data on ]uvemles and provides law enforcement access to welfare and patient directory

information. 58-0 !

H.F. 2493-Sams: Changes the law on nuisance liability of agricultural operations. 55-0

H.F. 3211-Kelly: Provides for payment of claims against the state. 57-0

S.F. 1948-Berg: Provides for family farm limited liability companies and authorized farm limited liability companies and removes
the limitation on the number of shareholders or partners for authorized farm corporations and partnerships. 58-0

S.F. 2192-Berglin: MinnesotaCare. Establishes and regulates community integrated service networks, creates a reinsurance and r1sk
adjustment association and sets timelines and requires plans for implementation-of MinnesotaCare. 35-26

* S.F. 2015-Flynn: Provides for metropolitan government reorganization, prowdes for a regional administrator and a management

team, imposes organizational requirements and imposes duties. 57-4

S.F. 2913-Merriam: Supplemental appropriations bill, provides for supplemental appropriations for public safety, the environment
and natural resources, the general legislative, judicial and administrative expenses of state government. 49-14- :

S.F. 2129-Piper: Regulating advertising and payments relating to adoption, regulates agencies, provides for direct adoptive
placement and provides for the enforceability of postadoption contact agreements. 58-5°

S.F. 180-Kroening: Provides for a constitutional amendment to allow off-track pari-mutuel betting. 46-15

S.F. 103-Berg: Omnibus gaming provisions. Regulates the conduct of lawful gambling, prescribes the powers and duties of licensees
and the board and gives the Gambling Control Board director cease and desist authority. 58-0
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H.F. 2519-Reichgott Junge: Creates a civil cause of action for persons who are coerced into prostitution. 60-0

8.F. 1662-Piper: Uniform Interstate Family Support Act additions, provides for an administrative process for child support
collection, and modifies child suppott collection and enforcément provisions. 61-1

H.F. 3179-Stumpf: Creates the wetlands wildlife legacy account, modifies easements and makes other changes in the Wetland
Preservation Act and establishes a special vehicle license plate for wetlands wildlife purposes. 50-0

H.F. 1899-Hottinger: Modifies the duties of the Legislative Commission to Review Administrative Rules and revises procedures for 7

the adoption and review of administrative rules. 52-0

H.F. 2351-Spear: Omnibus crime prevention bill. Appropriates money for criminal justice programs, improves law enforcement
investigations of reports of missing and endangered children, adds judgeships, reqmres mandatory minimum sentences for specific
crimes and increases penalties for violent crimes. Laid on the table.

S.F. 2289-Merriam: Authorizes a person who wishes to construct or expand an air emission fac1hty to reimburse costs of the
-Pollution Control Agency. 43-14

H.F. 984-Riveness: Modifies provisions relating to the Dept. of Administration, includes state licensed facilities in coverage by the
state building code and clarifies language and duties of the state building mspector '54-0 ,

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed-—May 6.

. H.F. 3011-Langseth: Transportation policy bill. Makes techmcal changes and defines terms in laws relating to the Dept. of
Transportation. 49-15

H.F. 2351-Spear: Omnibus crime prevention bill. Appropriates mortey for criminal justice programs, improves law enforcement
investigations of reports of missing and endangered children, adds judgeships, requires mandatory minimum sentences for specific
crimes and increases penalties for violent crimes. 63-1

S.F. 1706-Novak: Prairie Island bill. Provides for temporary dry cask storage of nuclear waste at Prairie Island, requires an
alternative site search, requires development of alternative energy sources. 43-22

. H.F. 3086-Morse: Establishes a cleanup program for closed landfills, provides for state assumption of cleanup of landfills and

~ requires an environmental assessment worksheet for a specific operation in a critical area. 58-2 :

H.F. 2016-Solon: Regulates accelerated mortgage payment services, requires a bond or other security and permits background
checks. 57-0

H.F. 3230—Langseth Provides funding for a variety of transportation projects. 59-0

S.F. 2168-Bertram: Provides for flood disaster relief, provides a tax exemptlon for farm machinery and provides matchmg funds for
federal flood disaster relief. 56-2 .

S.F. 1512-Luther: Provides for uniform local government elections dates for school dxstncts and cities and supersedes inconsistent
-general and special laws and home rule charter provisions, provides for uniform November elections, permits Metro Area town
elections to be held in the fall, establishes four year térms for school board members, and provides that cities and school districts
may choose odd or even year elections: 60-3

H.F. 2189-Pogemiller: Omnibus K-12 education funding bill. 62-1

H.F. 3041-Pogemiller: Target Center. Provides for the ownership, fmancmg and use of the Target Center sports fac1hty 35-26

Bills granted final passage undet suspension of rules--May 6, '

S.F.2927-Reichgott: Revisor’s bill. Provides for the correction of mlscellaneous oversights, inconsistencies, amblgumes, unintended
results and technical errors of a noncontroversial nature. 55-0 : :

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders--May 6. E
H.F. 218-Johnson, D.E.: Amended to include the language of conference committee report on the omnibus bondmg bill (H.F.
2742-Merriam). Authorizes spendmg to acquire and to better public land and building and other public improvements of a capital

nature. 62-1
- H.F. 2591-Lesewski: Eliminates duplicate reporting relating to energy demand forecasting information by public utilities, authonzes
low-income rates in some circumstances and establishes a pilot program. 62-0
H.F. 942-Chmielewski: Requires every driver to use due care in operating a motor vehicle. 59-1
S.F. 1985-Morse: A resolution memorializing the Pres1dent and Congress to act expeditiously in procuring a site for the storage of

high-level radioactive waste. 61-1
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